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Chapter Summary
The school social worker’s purpose is dual and simultaneous: to achieve the best possible fit between the coping behaviors/needs of children/ youths while simultaneously enhancing the capacity of schools, families, and communities to meet their developmental  and academic needs, such as social competence, resilience, and school persistence. To achieve this dual person-in-environment purpose, including minimizing developmental and academic risks by increasing protective factors, school social workers use their clinical skills within an ecological perspective. This perspective guides them to intervene into multiple factors within multiple systems related to children’s/youths’ coping and/or the resources, expectations, laws, policies, and programs in their environments. This study presents ten case examples of four school social workers in urban public, elementary, middle and high schools within predominantly African-American neighborhoods of varied socio-economic levels in a large Midwestern city.  Case examples include: parental incarceration; family losses; kinship care; child maltreatment; attachment problems; bullying; sexual experimentation.

